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Elizabeth Appel
Office of Regulatory Affairs & Collaborative Action
U.S. Dept. of the Interior

1849 C Street NW , MS 4141
Washington ,DC 20240

“1076-AF18”
Acting Director Appel:

I oppose the changes to the “Part 83 Process™ for foderal recognition of Indian Tribes.

e Ttis an attempt to overrule the negative decisions of the Indian Court of Appeals.

e Ttis a transparent attempt to create more and more tribes for the purpose of distributing borrowed
money taxpayers will have to pay back in the future.

» [t steals long-standing sovereignty from the states over therr land and citizens.

The existing rules are not difficult to comply with if a tribe truly existed as a political entity. The difliculty
comes when attempts are made to transform race and ethnicity into political identification.

Existing tribes would already have documentation of their political activity in their own government offices
and at the BIA. Accepting welfare from U.S. or state taxpayers is not evidence of a sovereign political entity.
The whole purpose of finding tribes in order to transfer taxpayers' money to them negates their existence as
sovereigns. They are dependents, not self-supporting sovereigns.

State recognition, for welfare purposes as in Connecticut, is especially not evidence of sovereignty of a

group.

Betty Perkowski
106 Hangman Hill Rd.
North Stonington CT 06359
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